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JACK RUSSELL TERRIER LECTURE

INTRODUCTION

First and foremost students of the Jack Russell Terrier must be aware that the function for which the
dog was bred created its form and strangely enough, its colour.

With this in mind it should not be difficult to identify the CORRECT TYPE in its various forms.
Thereby preserving the traditions which had their beginnings almost 150 years ago.

The ANKC recognised the Jack Russell Terrier in 1991 although it had been in Australia since the 60s
a very comprehensive stud book register was set up in Victoria at that time. This proved invaluable
when seeking ANKC recognition as a pure breed.

Because Australia was the first country to accept the Jack Russell Terrier as a pure breed, we have
naturally become the source from which breeding stock is sought. Even before FCI recognition, Asia
& Europe looked to us to lead the way. It is therefore IMPERATIVE that you as Judges reward and
foster the correct breed type as it is so easily lost through the lack of knowledge or disinterest.

On the other hand, one should not award an inferior type, remember you sign its Challenge Certificate
which states — “| am clearly of the opinion that this exhibit is of such QOUTSTANDING MERIT ..."

The ANKC has recently released an Extended Standard for the Jack Russell Terrier, this is most
helpful as the breed, many feel is still in its formative years. To deviate from these guide lines and
promote LIKES and DISLIKES would destroy the Jack Russell’s history and breed type.

At times it will be a difficult undertaking to find the required “Hallmarks” for this breed, but when you
do and send it through to General Specials where your choice wins in Group or in Show your
discernment and effort will prove worthwhile.

-~

CORRECT INCORRECT
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HISTORY

The Jack Russell Terrier — Looking Back Briefly

John Russell was born on December 21, 1795 in Dartmouth where his father was also a Rector of
Iddesliegh in North Devon. He kept a small school and a modest pack of hounds. His son inherited
his father’s love of hunting and the countryside, but was described unlike his father as only a fair
classical scholar.

Jack's education began at Plympton an old established grammar school which boasted Sir Joshua
Reynolds as a former pupil. When Jack was 16, he went to study at Tiverton where he kept ferrets to
go rabbiting. He was caught and thrashed by the principal Dr Richards. Later, Jack was in trouble
again when it was found that he had half a pack of hounds in partnership with the local blacksmith.

In 1814 he went up to Oxford to take Holy Orders and was admitted to Exeter College. Jack Russell
soon had hunting friends, the Duke of Beauford who hunted near Badminton (where the famous 3 day
event horse trial is now held) and South Oxfordshire that is now hunted by the Heythorp. Interesting
to note that early imports of Jack Russell dogs were given to Bill Roycrofft (the Gold medallist of the
1960 Rome Olympics) by the now Duke of Beauford and Heythorp hunt. Jacks from this hunt were
also imported in to Victoria in the 1960's, these dogs can be found in many of the Jack Russell
pedigrees today registered with the ANKC.

Legend has it that Parson John Russell, Vicar of Swymbridge in Devon acquired his first terrier while
studying at Oxford, around 1816. A bitch named "Trump" was bought from a milkman in the village of
Marston in Oxfordshire. She was described as a sort of fox terrier, the size of a small vixen -around
12" in height, rough coat and cropped ears which was the fashion. Cropping was banned soon after
this time as the Prince of Wales did not like it. "Trump" was predominantly white with head markings
and a penny piece spot at the base of her tail. Quote: -"Jack Russell's interest lay in terriers which
were entirely white or had colour confined to head and a small patch at the root of their tail. So single
minded was his pursuit of these characteristics that towards the end of his life not only were all his
terriers incapable of producing other markings but he, confined himself to dogs which carried these
markings. Body colour in Russell’s opinion was a sure sign of a beagle cross!"

“TRUMP”

Because "Trump" was the ancestor of the Parsons legendary strain of terriers these markings have
been emulated by breeders since and are termed "Classic Markings" or "ldeal" though not mentioned
as such in the current ANKC standard. Much of the original JRT standard was thought to be too
wordy and was left on the "Cutting room floor" even so the STANDARD does say white MUST
predominate and most breeders try to emulate the Rev Jack Russell's original concept.
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HISTORY (CONT.)

Jack Russell used his terriers to flush quarry for his
hounds and he was quite insistent that the terriers should
not be required to thrash a fox, cripple or kill it but were to
nip and tease the fox to leave it's earth (den) and start the
chase again. The terrier being unable to keep up with the
hounds was carried to the earth by a Terrier/Huntsman

on horseback. This terrier was carried in a small sack
either in front or behind the rider. The terrier was set
down some distance away to find his way to the den.

This was the reason the Parson Jack Russell always
insisted on white body dogs so the hounds would not
confuse the terrier with the fox and so kill it by mistake.

There is a weight to height ratio and it is a hallmark of the
breed (NO bull terrier chests) spanning may seem

silly to some but by doing so, you can tell a lot about a JRT's construction. eg, Is the dog too heavy
boned or just fat etc. "Terrier" takes its name from the Latin Terre meaning Earth for further reading
see The Making of the Parson Jack Russell Terrier by J& F Jackson, also The Complete Jack Russell

by Brian Plummer.

The Rev Jack Russell was a remarkable man, a great sportsman, he shot, wrestled, boxed, played
cricket, hunted on foot and horse -otter, badger, fox and hare. He was also a great raconteur. Jack
was also a founding member of the Kennel Club UK. He died in 1883 and was buried in Swymbridge

church yard.

JACK RUSSELL
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HISTORY (CONT.)

Ch Prompter, born in September 1889, was by Spank out of Moss, a bitch by Little Swell (not to be
confused with Jack Russell’'s Moss). Prompter represents an intermediate between the old fashioned
type and the emergent modern type of Jack Russell Terrier.

GENERAL APPEARANCE

A strong, active, lithe working Terrier of great character with flexible body of medium
length. His smart movement matches his keen expression. Tail docking is optional
and the coat may be smooth, rough or broken.

The word “strong” in this context means — sinewy, with long flat muscles in hard condition, a slimly
built dog, supple and flexible enough to turn on itself when underground.

A Jack Russell should NEVER be heavy chested with coarse bulging muscle. His activity is indicated
in smart willing movement and should not display any peculiarities. The coat can be one of three,
smooth, broken, rough. Whatever the coat, it should be harsh to touch, thick and weather proof. Tail
docking is optional.

Jack Russell Terrier Page 5



CHARACTERISTICS

A lively, alert and active Terrier with a keen, intelligent expression.

Lively, alert and active Terrier with a keen intelligent
expression. These three things contribute greatly to the Jack
Russell's charm and universal appeal. Keen, intelligent
expression is an essential characteristic of all Terrier's
especially the Jack Russell. His character is denoted and
shown by the expression of eyes, carriage of ears and an erect
tail when moving. Nevertheless, a hyper active dog should not
be placed over the dog who is standing quietly confident,
aware of his surroundings, providing all else is equal. A
restless, leaping dog can often fool the observer into thinking
he is the better Terrier of the two, as he is the most "active.”

A Terrier that is not sober in attitude is of little use in the field
as he distracts his fellow pack members.

S

4 F

TEMPERAMENT

Bold and fearless, friendly but quietly confident.

The Jack Russell is a highly intelligent dog who is readily trainable. His character is such that his
handler should be able to keep his undivided attention. Whilst he should not back down from a
challenge, an overly aggressive temperament should not be tolerated nor should nervousness or
timidity. He must be totally reliable both with children and adults alike.

It has been said that John Russell placed the temperament and courage of his terriers on par with
their conformation. A working terrier must have plenty of courage, but it must be tempered with
discretion. A hard dog, which goes to ground and gets hold of his fox is of little use to anybody. The
fox cannot bolt, the dog cannot bark or give voice, and he will spend half his time in hospital. Also if
another hard terrier manages to slip his lead and get to ground, the two will fight to the death. Russell
liked his dogs to find their fox underground by scent and then lie a little way off and bay at him and
keep on baying. Now and again the dog would dart in, nip his fox and get back out of danger. Thus
the fox was not injured, only ever “worried” by the terrier until he was “bolted.”

In the show ring, the Jack Russell is not a dog that stands still for long and can become restless.
Essentially, he is a “pack dog” but when asked by the judge to face up in the ring to another Terrier
that he does not recognise as part of his pack, can lead to an altercation. These confrontations
should never be vicious or savage merely a warning to stay away. You as a judge should be mindful
that it could get out of hand and in the present political climate may be unwise to instigate.

HEAD & SKULL

Head and Skull - The skull should be flat and of
moderate width gradually decreasing in width to the
eyes and tapering to a wide muzzle with very strong
jaws. There should be a well defined stop but not over
pronounced. The length from the stop to the nose
should be slightly shorter than from the stop to the

occiput with the cheek muscles well developed. The
nose should be black.
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HEAD & SKULL (CONT.)

A bright and alert head, correctly proportioned, ready to greet the world. The skull is flat, of moderate
width, gradually decreasing in width to the eyes and tapering to the wide muzzle with strong jaws. A
well defined stop, but not over pronounced and finally, the length from the stop to the nose is slightly
shorter than the stop to the occiput, as in 2to 5. The ears in this case are dropped.

The skull should always be flat and never appear apple headed or domed. Sometimes a domed head
can be disguised by its ear set. While the standard calls for well developed cheek muscles, the head
must never have a CHEEKY look, if accompanied by a narrow muzzle, the head looks weak and quite
foreign in appearance, as do eyes that are too close together. Heads lacking fill beneath the eyes
have no proper molar support. The importance of a well developed under jaw is vital to a breed
whose function is to eliminate vermin.

In broken and rough coats, a weak foreface is not so
obvious, as facial hair can be arranged to hide this fact.
Smooth coats on the other hand can not, and you must
use your hands to ascertain the true quality of the coated
head. The back of the skull should not recede, a well
defined stop should be present along with parallel plains.
A down face usually means no under jaw, sometimes an
optical illusion is created by bushy eyebrows resulting in a
diverging plane. The muzzle should be truncated, the
foreface a cut off appearance, occasionally one finds the
nose in profile appears to slope backwards like that of a
Scottish Terrier. This can make the under jaw look weak.

CORRECT HEAD PROPORTIONS

SNIPY

SNIPY FACE
(ROUGH)

INCORRECT

SNIPY FACE
(SMOOTH)

Good heads are essential to define breed type, for that is what greets you before all else, and one
hopes that what follows, fronts, body etc, lives up to the initial promise.

The snipy head is seen frequently. It is more noticeable on smooth coats as there are no whiskers to
hide it. One should always check broken and rough coated dogs’ heads by holding back the fur with
thumb and forefinger. These head types are often correct from the occiput to the stop, then it tapers
too sharply with no fill under the eyes or powerful muscle structure to strong jaws which weakens the
head. Problems arise when the narrow jaw cannot accommodate the given teeth, the overlapping of
the lower incisors or a wry mouth can result.
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HEAD & SKULL (CONT.)

TEE SHAPE HEAD

LONG WEDGE

TEE

This head is rather coarse and broad between the ears, with heavily
muscled cheeks from the stop to the nose immediately below the
eyes, the muzzle is quite round and long in profile. Once again, the
head lacks strength and breed type.

This is a wedge shaped head decreasing in width to the eyes and tapering to a wide muzzle with
strong jaws as required in the standard. It is spoiled by the fact that the muzzle is too long and if
accompanied by a shallow stop takes on the proportions akin to that of a Fox Terrier.

APPLE HEAD

Apple heads are invariably accompanied by protruding eyes.

LONG HEAD

APPLE OR DOMED SHAPE HEAD

THE TERRIER SKULL before the eyes should be
well filled in to give proper molar support. In the section
view, the back-up of the molars is shown by comparing
sketches 1 and 2. Top View shows a good fill-in (1) as
compared with a snipy face (2).

.,-‘ )

SECTION TOP VIEW
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